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Detailed Action 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs ( 1 ) s (2), and (4) of section 37 1 © of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 



of 1999 (AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being 
examined was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 
U.S.C. 122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the 
amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1-3, 5-11, 14-20 and 23-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Heimendinger. 

With respect to claim 1, Heimendinger teaches a method (shown by figure 6 and taught at col. 
15, lines 54-60, for processing a message in a network computing system including a fax 



The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
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transmission comprised of a recipient contact address and a message wherein the message 
includes a text and an attached file comprising: 

managing multiple fax transmission fax jobs (via session object 316; transferring the message 
content from the management system (620) to a rendering computer (634); launching, the 
rendering computer, at least one application program(fax to e-mail conversion) to convert the 
message content from a fax job to a file format; transferring (via 634) the rendering computer, the 
converted message content in the file format to the fax management system 620 (via IP protocol 
to fax file format, see col. 15, lines 57-59) that sent the message content to the rendering 
computer; transferring with the fax system 620 the message content in the file format to one of 
multiple communication ports 638 for transmittal to the recipient contact address (at the 
destination objects, see the lower portion of figure 6). 

With respect to claims 2, Heimendinger teaches transferring job numbers , via 620, where the 
job numbers are session objects which are assigned to the fax jobs to the conversion computer 
634; and requesting with the rendering computer, the message content for the job numbers, 
wherein the fax management servers 620 transfer the message content in response to receiving the 
request from the rendering computer. See also col 8, lines and 32-51, and especially lines 27-40. 
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With respect to claim 3, Heimendinger teaches maintaining with the fax servers, job tables 
including fax job records (log records 626) identified by the job number and changing with the fax 
server 620, state fields in the fax job records to manage the work flow of the fax jobs between the 
first and second computing system and ports (218, for example). 

With respect to claim 5, Heimendinger teaches a file format fax image file format, see col. 15, 
lines 57-59. 

With respect to claim 6, Heimendinger teaches determining one of multiple application 
programs capable of opening the attachment file (network protocol fax box 1 10, as taught at col. 
5, lines 15-20 and 36-42). Heimendinger also teaches using the determined application program 
to convert the content of the attachment file to one or more images (IP) in the file format (fax file 
format), wherein all the images in the file format have an attached file from the first computing 
system. See col. 8, line 57- col. 9, line 4 where header or address data is discerned in order to 
redirect the message object to the destination object. The first computing system is either of 
object manager 620 or destination object creator 634. 
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With respect to claim 7, Heimendinger teaches a rendering computer 634 wherein the images 
having attached files are arranged in a file in the file format according to an order (group objects) 
in which they were attached to the message and follow one image comprising the converted 
message text. Note, the object text is associated with the corresponding object job. 

With respect to claim 8, Heimendinger teaches maintaining multiple programs for concurrently 
converting different file attachments (each having different object jobs according to col. 6, lines 
25-33) for fax jobs from the management computers to the image file format, Note the file format 
consisting of Ethernet, Internet, Fax or E-mail. See col. 5, lines 25-30. 

With respect to claim 9, Heimendinger teaches one application program (a fax protocol if the 
operator only desires that one). The application converts the files into different formats. See col. 
5, lines 25-30 and col. 6, lines 25-33. 

With respect to claim 10, Heimendinger teaches a network computing system as claimed 
comprising: 

a plurality of fax management systems (620 and 630 each having a separate internal processor) 
each processor sharing memory 618 coupled to the processor. Heimendinger teaches a rendering 
computer 634 comprising a processor and a memory coupled to the processor; at lest one 
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communication port 610; fax management logic in the memory (RAM 224) of each fax system for 
performing: managing multiple fax transmission fax jobs (via session object 316; transferring the 
message content from the management system (620) to a rendering computer (634); launching, 
the rendering computer, at least one application program(fax to e-mail conversion) to convert the 
message content from a fax job to a file format; transferring (via 634) the rendering computer, 
the converted message content in the file format to the fax management system 620 (via IP 
protocol to fax file format, see col. 15, lines 57-59) that sent the message content to the 
rendering computer; transferring the message content in the file format received from the 
rendering computer 634 to one communication port 638 for transmittal to the recipient contact 
address; and rendering program logic (PFB1 10) residing in the rendering memory as claimed for 
performing launching at least one application program (stored in PFB 110 which may have more 
than one protocol , such as e-mail, fax, IP, according to col. 5, lines 15-20); and transferring(via 
634) he converted message content in the file format to the fax management system 620 that sent 
the message content to the rendering computer. 

With respect to claim 11, Heimendinger teaches wherein the management program logic 
(PFB 1 10) further performs transferring job numbers (group objects), via 620, where the job 
numbers are session objects which are assigned to the fax jobs to the conversion computer 634; 
and requesting with the rendering computer, the message content for the job numbers, wherein 
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the fax management servers 620 transfer the message content in response to receiving the request 
from the rendering computer. See also col 8, lines and 32-51, and especially lines 27-40. 

With respect to claims 14, Heimendinger teaches a file format (fax image file format, see col. 
15, lines 57-59. 

With respect to claims 15, Heimendinger teaches determining one of multiple application 
programs capable of opening the attachment file (network protocol fax box 1 10, as taught at col. 
5, lines 15-20 and 36-42). Heimendinger also teaches using the determined application program 
to convert the content of the attachment file to one or more images (IP) in the file format (fax file 
format), wherein all the images in the file format have an attached file from the first computing 
system. See col. 8, line 57- col.9, line 4 where header or address data is discerned in order to 
redirect the message object to the destination object. The first computing system is either of 
object manager 620 or destination object creator 634. 

With respect to claim 16, Heimendinger teaches a rendering computer 634 wherein the images 
having attached files are arranged in a file in the file format according to an order (group objects) 
in which they were attached to the message and follow one image comprising the converted 
message text. Note, the object text is associated with the corresponding object job. 
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With respect to claim 17, Heimendinger teaches maintaining multiple programs for 
concurrently converting different file attachments (each having different object jobs according to 
col. 6, lines 25-33) for fax jobs from the management computers to the image file format, Note 
the file format consists of multiple formats such as Ethernet, Internet, Fax or E-mail. See col. 5, 
lines 25-30. 

With respect to claim 18, Heimendinger teaches one application program (a fax protocol if the 
operator only desires that one). The application converts the files into different formats. See col. 
5, lines 25-30 and col. 6, lines 25-33. 

With respect to claim 19, Heimendinger teaches a signal bearing medium 316 containing a fax 
management program (stored RAM 224) and rendering program (RAM 224 see also PFB 110) 
for processing a message in a network as claimed wherein multiple management computers (634, 
638 and 630) are used to perform: wherein the fax management program is capable of causing the 
fax management computers to perform managing multiple fax transmission fax jobs (via session 
object 316; transferring the message content from the management system (620) to a rendering 
computer (634); launching, the rendering computer, at least one application program(fax to e-mail 
conversion) to convert the message content from a fax job to a file format; transferring (via 634) 
the rendering computer, the converted message content in the file format to the fax management 
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system 620 (via IP protocol to fax file format, see col. 15, lines 57-59) that sent the message 
content to the rendering computer. 

With respect to claim 20, Heimendinger teaches wherein the fax management program 620 
performs, transferring job numbers assigned to the fax jobs to the rendering computer 634; and 
wherein the rendering program further performs requesting the message content for the job 
numbers (group object identifiers), wherein the fax management servers transfers the message 
content in response to receiving the request from the rendering computer, see col. 8, lines 32-51. 

With respect to claim 23, Heimendinger teaches a file format fax image file format, see col. 15, 
lines 57-59. 

With respect to claim 24, Heimendinger teaches determining one of multiple application 
programs capable of opening the attachment file (network protocol fax box 1 10, as taught at col. 
5, lines 15-20 and 36-42). Heimendinger also teaches using the determined application program 
to convert the content of the attachment file to one or more images (IP) in the file format (fax file 
format), wherein all the images in the file format have an attached file from the first computing 
system. See col. 8, line 57- col. 9, line 4 where header or address data is discerned in order to 
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redirect the message object to the destination object. The first computing system is either of 
object manager 620 or destination object creator 634. 

With respect to claim 25, Heimendinger teaches a program (stored in RAM 224) for 
rendering computer 634 wherein the images having attached files are arranged in a file in the file 
format according to an order (group objects) in which they were attached to the message and 
follow one image comprising the converted message text. Note, the object text is associated with 
the corresponding object job. 

With respect to claim 26, Heimendinger teaches wherein the rending program via rending 
computer) maintains multiple programs for concurrently converting different file attachments 
(each having different object jobs according to col. 6, lines 25-33) for fax jobs from the 
management computers to the image file format, Note the file format consisting of Ethernet, 
Internet, Fax or E-mail. See col. 5, lines 25-30. 

With respect to claim 27, Heimendinger teaches a rending program via RAM 224 for rending 
one application program (a fax protocol if the operator only desires that one). The application 
converts the files into different formats. See col. 5, lines 25-30 and col. 6, lines 25-33. 
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2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4, 13 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Heimendinger in view of Bloomfield. 

Claims 4 teaches all of the subject matter upon which the claim depends except for 1) using the 
sender information as claimed; 2) generating a cover page as claimed and 3) transmitting the 
cover page as claimed. 

Bloomfield teaches sender information on a fax cover page for each fax job, see the top 
portion of fig. 5. Bloomfield teaches generating a cover page in a file format to be sent to a 
recipient via sheet 272' shown by figure 5. Bloomfield teaches the sheet is transmitted along with 
a message over a network, shown by figure 6. Note that the job control number could be element 
299 shown by figure 5 of Bloomfield. 
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Since Heimendinger and Bloomfield are both directed toward networking devices and the 
transmission of text, documents and images over the network, the purpose of generating and 
transmitting a cover letter to accompany a message is well known in the art and would have been 
recognized by Heimendinger as specifically set forth by Bloomfield. 

It would have been obvious to modify processor 210 or fax interface 228 or the combination 
there of Heimendinger so that it could be modified with the software and hardware applications as 
provided by the fax server 1 10 of Bloomfield which has the purpose of generating the cover- 
sheet with the message content. 



Objected Claims 



3. Claims 12 and 21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 703-305-4391 . The examiner 
can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Kimberly Williams, can be reached on (703) 305-4863. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 305-3900. 



J. Grant II 



